First published in International Dairy Topics volume 15.3

Automated milking for
large-scale dairy farms

Automation can decrease the chance for human error, reduce labour and
inefficiencies, and provide more consistent milking procedures and
therefore higher milk quality. When it comes to large-scale dairy
operations, the requirements get more complex and the need to optimise
workflows of dairy production is even larger. DairyProQ, the automated
rotary milking solution for large-scale dairy farms by GEA, has been
developed with a special focus on the key challenges in commercial
milking: Superior milk quality through preventive animal health
management and excellent hygiene, ideal work environment to increase
working efficiency, a highly reliable, consistent system performance and
functionality and professional service through a wide GEA dealer
network. The global roll-out of DairyProQ is continuously progressing
with exciting feedback:

Since installing DairyProQ, the fully-automated rotary by GEA, we
have seen much more efficiency from our parlour because of the
increased speed of milking and decreased labour. We milk three times a
day in a 60-stall rotary DairyProQ parlor with an average milking time
of five minutes per cow. Our milking time used to be five to six hours.
With DairyProQ, we have cut that time in half. Now we can milk about
300 cows an hour, which is very exciting for us. The speed of attachment
on the DairyProQ also impressed me right away.
It’s faster than most robots, and the in-liner technology is a great feature
that really does all of the work to get the cow milking. With the
automatic post-dipping, we can remove one employee from the parlour.
Our milk quality has also improved, and we have reduced the instances
of mastitis since switching to DairyProQ. The sensors in the milking
unit check the milk for colour and conductivity, so the milk we are
putting in the tank is high-quality. With the consistency of the robots
and the speed of milking and getting cows in and out of the parlour,
DairyProQ will help us remain profitable.
John Kampman, Gracemar Farms
Chilliwack, British Columbia, Canada
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